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Short history of Fair Trade the movement

1950/60: firstFTOôsin Europe and USA (Oxfam UK, TTV, Serrv USA)

1960/70: FTOôsin Holland, Switzerland, Austria, Germany, Belgium

1970/80: significant increase of the FT movement, start of  

international networks (WFTO , EFTA and NEWS), 

1991:     Producer organisation become members of WFTO

1997:     FLO/now Fairtrade Intern. was founded.  

2001:     FINE approved the global Fair Trade definition. 

2001/13 WFTO Standard -Guarantee System for FTOôs and 

launches the global FTO Mark

2017 By end of 2017the great majority of WFTO members will   

be guaranteed Fair Trade
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World Fair Trade Organisation (WFTO)

ü Created in 1989 by 35 Fair Trade 

Organisations in Europe and North 

America. 

ü 1991: the door was open for Fair 

Trade producer organisations to 

become members. Today 2/3 of 

members are producer organisations

from Africa, Asia and Latin America  

ü WFTO is the global FT network made 

out of members of the entire Fair 

Trade supply chain:  FT producers ï

FT traders  ïFT retailers. 
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WFTO today

ü WFTO has now around 400 

members in FT in 75 countries

for which Fair Trad is the core 

activity. 

ü The global office  is based in 

The Netherlands. 

ü All core costs of WFTO are 

covered by membership fees. 
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Principle 1: Creating Opportunities for Economically 
Disadvantaged Producers

Poverty reduction through trade forms a key part of the 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƛƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ 
economically marginalised small producers, whether these 
are independent family businesses, or grouped in 
associations or co-operatives. It seeks to enable them to 
move from income insecurity and poverty to social and 
economic empowerment. 

Fair Trade OrganisationïFTO 
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Strategic Plan 2018/2021

ÅCredibility and 
Identity (GS)

ÅLearning

ÅMarket Access

ÅVoice

ÅCapability
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FTOôs identity can be proved 

The WFTO 

Fair Trade 

Guarantee System

(GS)

Rio de Janeiro  2013 
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Guarantee System: Steps for FTO members

WFTO.COM  

1. Self-
assessment 
report (SAR)

Peer visit

SAR

Monitoring 
audit


